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Please note Estranged Poets contains flashing lights.



At the time when the festival was announced, I was curious
about the many ways visual art can transport and strike the

imagination of its audience. Two artists whose art I consider
awe-inspiring are painter Francine Simonin, and digital artist

Alex Le Guillou. The former, who was inspired by female
dancers and models to create her paintings, imbued her work
with vitality and intricacies that evoked in me a sense of
looking at a storm frozen in time, a beautifully organized
chaos. The digital artist on the other hand uses colourful

particles to recreate the movement of the seas and the skies,
and explores changes in dynamics, pace and intensity to create
stimulating animations that seem to engulf you in a new world.

In both artist’s creations, there was a feeling of being
transported and hypnotized, and I hoped to be able to recreate

this immersion through my choreography. 
 

Estranged Poets features 4 dancers, each one representing a
different reaction or approach to situations of separation, or
isolation. The one aspect that connects them together is this
research of the “other”, the hand that would pull them to the
surface. The universe in which they find themselves is this
semblance of a void, like an endless ocean with no land in
sight. And one of the ways that they try to reach out is by

writing letters and sending them into this emptiness with the
hope that these messages will actually reach someone.

Throughout the piece, the dancers cross paths and these quick
connections bring up new dilemmas, doubts, or losses for the

characters. This is what shapes their journey. Estranged Poets
focuses on the conflict between dependence, independence, and

interdependence, specifically in the context of human
relationships.

 
It’s been an enriching challenge to work with a small cast of
4 dancers in my first 20-minute choreography. This intimate
setting has given me the opportunity to work one-on-one with
each dancer. All four are so different and diverse in their

approach to movement. This diversity helped create the
narrative for each of their characters and has encouraged me
to adapt choreographically to each of them. They’ve been so
open and generous throughout this entire process and it has
been a privilege for me to get to know them as artists and

people.
 

When audiences come to watch Estranged Poets, I hope they will
be able to see themselves reflected in the strength,

resilience and compassion of the characters, while also being
transported by the movements and images created live in front

of them.
 

Zachary Bastille
 

CHOREOGRAPHER'S NOTE



CAST
Melina Patry

Melina Patry is a dance artist originally from Quebec.
She is currently entering her 4th year in the

Performance Dance Program at the Creative School of
Toronto Metropolitan University (formerly known as

Ryerson University), where she has the opportunity to
train with many notable educators. During her post-

secondary study, she choreographed original works for
the online Choreographic Festival in 2021. Melina has
worked with Bobbi Jene Smith, Or Schaiber, and Shamel

Pitts in “A Gathering”, a dance film presented at Fall
For Dance North’s online streaming program in 2020. In

addition, Melina has recently performed as a soloist
in “The Ianos Gate '' choreographed by Louis Laberge-

Côté presented at Toronto Metropolitan University.
Melina has also been involved in many virtual/film and

live performances including works created by Alyssa
Martin, Aria Evans, Louis Laberge-Côté, and many more.

Melina believes that the healing and transformative
power of movement has the ability to connect us to the

deepest parts of our humanity. She aspires to
continually push herself to explore new aspects of her
creativity while staying true to what she values as an
artist. Melina will receive her Bachelor of Fine Arts

in Performance Dance at Toronto Metropolitan
University in 2023.

Sierra Kellman
Sierra Kellman is a recent graduate of Toronto
Metropolitan University’s (formerly Ryerson)
Performance Dance program and has danced in Tkaronto
and the surrounding areas for about 6 years. Through
her studies, she has had the opportunity to be a part
of many performances and dance films including
“Passage of Time'' choreographed by Angela Blumberg
(2022), “Dinoland'' choreographed by Alyssa Martin
(2021), “A Gathering” choreographed by Bobbi Jene
Smith and Or Schraiber (Fall For Dance North 2020),
and “Together Again” choreographed by Natasha Powell
(Fall For Dance North 2021). She has taken part in
dance festivals in Tkaronto including New Blue Dance
Festival and Flux Dance Festival. She blends all of
her performance, teaching and artistic experience
curating ideas and creating choreography that she
hopes to conceptualize as an emerging artist. At the
core of Sierra’s artistic practice, she believes it
is important to express personal experiences and
emotions as a way of showcasing individual identity
through contemporary movement. 



CAST
Clara Isgro
Clara Isgro is a dancer, teacher, performer, and
artist based in Toronto, Ontario. She is currently
entering her 4th and final year in the Performance
Dance Program at the Creative School of Toronto
Metropolitan University (formerly known as Ryerson
University). Clara is also an assistant, teacher, and
choreographer at For The Love Of It School of Dance
where she assists and teaches multiple classes and
dance styles including jazz, ballet, lyrical, and
contemporary. She had the opportunity last year to
choreograph and create her own dance film that was
featured in Toronto Metropolitan University's
Choreographic Film Festival where she was featured in
other student films as well. Clara has recently been
involved in a dance piece titled "The Ianos Gate"
choreographed by Louis Laberge-Cote which premiered at
Toronto Metropolitan University. She has also been
involved in many virtual/film and live performances
including works created by Louis Laberge-Cote, Alyssa
Martin, Ryan Lee, Kelly Shaw, Bonnie Kim, Jeff
Dimitrou, and more. Clara will be receiving a Bachelor
of Fine Arts degree when she graduates in 2023.

Kathryn Ledvinka
Kathryn Ledvinka is a dancer, teacher and artist from

Toronto, Ontario. She most recently worked with Angela
Blumberg who choreographed “Passage of Time” a piece

presented at Toronto Metropolitan University (formerly
Ryerson University). Kathryn has also been involved in

several different live and virtual performances including
works created by Andrea Nann, Emilio Colalillo, Bonnie

Kim, Alysa Pires, Ryan Lee, Alyssa Martin and more.
Kathryn is currently a dance instructor at For the Love
of It dance studio teaching a range of ages and styles.

She is currently in her 4th year studying Performance
Dance at Toronto Metropolitan University. In 2020, she

had the opportunity to choreograph and produce the dance
film, “Broken” for Toronto Metropolitan University’s

Choreographic Film Festival. In 2022 she choreographed a
reprise of the piece called “Shattered” for the

Collections dance performance. Kathryn also had the
opportunity to be a co-producer for Collections, a dance
show which included all of the 2022 graduating class of
Toronto Metropolitan University’s School of Performance
dance students. Kathryn will be receiving a Bachelor of

Fine Arts degree when she graduates in 2022.
 



TEAM
Zachary Bastille |  Choreographer

Zachary Bastille (he/him) is a queer, multidisciplinary
performer and creator, originally from Quebec, who

specializes in dance and choreography. Zachary has danced
and collaborated for multiple renowned choreographers

including Alysa Pires, Andrea Naan, Colleen Snell, Robert
Glumbeck, Angela Blumberg, and Apolonia Velasquez in a

variety of mediums. These works were presented at events
and venues that span from Dance Ontario, the Toronto

Fringe Festival, Frog in Hand’s 2020 Summer Company, The
Toronto International Dance Festival and numerous Toronto
Metropolitan University (formerly Ryerson) performances.

Zachary also hopes to continue developing his
choreographic practice as he has been chosen to present

multiple works during his time at TMU. Additionally, his
work on stage and film has been presented at other events

and venues including the choreographic festival
Collections, and the Garage TO Showing 2021. Through his
art, Zachary hopes to present works that touch on human

nature, while empowering and bringing emotional
fulfillment to his audience and dancers by use of imagery

and storytelling. He received his Bachelor in Fine Arts
for Performance: Dance from Toronto Metropolitan

University (formerly Ryerson) in the spring of 2022. He
has been the recipient of the Jack McAllister award for

excellence in the field, and was nominated for the
Hnatyshyn Foundation Award for Developing Artists.

 

Betty Fan | Stage Manager
Betty is a Toronto-based stage manager and theatre
technician. She recently graduated from the Performance:
Production program at Toronto Metropolitan University
(formerly Ryerson University) and has had the pleasure of
working with various artists and production companies over
the past 4 years. As a stage manager, she has worked with
choreographer Angela Blumberg and directors James Wallis &
Julia Nish-Lapidus from Shakespeare BASH’d. Aside from
stage management, Betty is also well versed in technical
direction where she worked with UK based company Frantic
Assembly, Nina Lee Aquino, and David Yee. Outside of
theatre and dance, Betty also works in esports broadcasting
as an observer - imagine an ingame camera person - and
tournament organizer. She has observed for companies such
Riot Games, Toronto Valorant, CLG, and MSI. Additionally,
her latest work as a tournament organizer was the Connext
Collegiate Valorant Tournament with a prize pool worth
$3000. Looking forward to the future, Betty hopes to
combine her love of entertainment and gaming through work
on live events and performance. 



TEAM
郝邦宇  (Steven) Hao |
Dramaturg/Creative Consultant 
郝邦宇 (Steven) Hao is a Toronto-based actor, writer
and director and one of the artistic directors of
Precipice Productions. In his work, Steven believes in
the usage of powerful images as a means of
storytelling; he aims to create visually stimulating
work that makes ever-lasting memories inside the minds
of his audience. Steven is very excited to be serving
the project in the capacity of a dramaturg/creative
consultant, he has long desired the opportunity to
work with Zachary Bastille and he is very thankful to
have had the chance in assisting Zachary deliver this
beautiful piece. His credits include: Constellations,
Director, Precipice Productions (2021); Another
Birthday At The Buffet, Director, Hamilton Fringe
Festival (2021); Color, Silence, Writer/Director, 7
Stages Festival (2021).

Alli Carry | Dramaturg/Creative
Consultant

Alli Carry is a Calgary-born dancer, choreographer, and
multidisciplinary artist currently located in Toronto. As

a dancer, she has had the pleasure of working with and
performing works by choreographers such as Miranda

Meijer, Robert Glumbek, Natasha Powell, Alyssa Martin and
Angela Blumberg. In addition to her training at Toronto
Metropolitans’ School of Performance, Alli has attended

intensives such as the Kenny Pearl Holiday Intensive, the
ProArte EstateDanza Summer Intensive, and the Rubberband

Winter intensive. Aside from performing as a dancer, Alli
is inspired to explore her artistry through the medium of

film. From 2019 onwards, she has choreographed, edited,
and directed several dance films including Dissipation,

The Mirror, The Toll of Isolation, and Hatch. These films
were often created in collaboration with dancer and

choreographer Taylor Collis and multidisciplinary artist
Robert Morrison. Alli celebrates collaboration as a

pillar for art practice. She aims to create accessible
performances that are vulnerable and authentic to her own
unique voice. Most recently, she had the pleasure of co-

producing, choreographing and performing in a show
entitled Collections created for the fourth year

graduating class at Toronto Metropolitan University
(formerly Ryerson). Alli has completed her post-secondary

education at Toronto Metropolitan University (formerly
Ryerson) and will receive her Bachelor of Fine Arts in

the spring of 2022.



CREW
Celeste Chiappetta |  Costume Design

Celeste Chiappetta is a dance artist from Brampton, Ontario and
a grad of Toronto Metropolitan University (formerly Ryerson) in
the Dance program. Celeste began her professional career at the

age of 15 when she joined Jessica Ford’s company ‘Kalos’ in
Toronto. Most recently, she was accepted in a Jazz residency in

partnership with the Orillia Centre for Arts and Culture and
Fall For Dance North where she performed “Together Again”

choreographed by Natasha Powell. During this residency, she
studied vernacular jazz through music, history, and

improvisation. She was a core dancer for Brampton Music Theatre
and was in notable productions; including “West Side Story”,

“Hairspray”, and “Beauty and the Beast,” Celeste completed the
ProArteDanza’s summer apprenticeship program in 2019 and worked
with Alysa Pires on the original work “Playback”. She performed

in Andrea Nann’s dance film “This Is Where I Find Myself
Today”. Celeste has premiered her first original work

“Homesick” at Collections. Celeste has always related her art
to being “human-first” and creating dance and theatre that is

digestible to anyone, artist or not. 

Mathilda Kane | Lighting Design
Mathilda (She/Her) is a Toronto based Lighting
Designer and Theatre Artist. She’s in her final year
as a Performance Production and Design student at X
University. She is a first generation Canadian of
Scottish, Indian, German, and Guyanese descent. And
she is passionate about sustainability and
accessibility in the performing arts. Recent credits
include: Lighting Designer, Head Over Heels, XMTC
(2022); Lighting Designer, Ursa: A Folk Musical,
Toronto Fringe: Next Stage (2022); Assistant Lighting
Designer, DinoLand, X University (2021); Lighting
Designer, Another Birthday at the Buffet, Hamilton
Fringe (2021); Co-Author, The GreenBeing Guidelines
(2021)

Nazerah Carlisle |  Prop Design
Nazerah Carlisle is a multidisciplinary Tkaronto-based

artist and recent graduate of Performance Production at X
University that touches on all the aspects of creating

theatre. She has a passion for stage management, design,
directing and writing. Her credits for the Terra Firma

festival include Stage Manager, Hunger; Set Designer, I
and You & Estranged Poets, Costume Designer, Echo.

Outside of Terra Firma, Nazerah has worked with
Shakespeare in the Ruff and Hamilton Fringe Festival. She

wants to thank all of her fellow collaborators for
embracing her into their spaces and letting her be a part

of the creative process, her mother and her mentor,
Marianne McIsaac.



 

Caroline Milliard

Jean-Guy Bastille

Sandrine Bastille

Kate Hilliard

Angela Blumberg

Bri Clarke

(Art)versations Podcast

Kaitlyn Seibold

Danielle Smith

Rashae Wilson

Andrea Levick

Haylee Thompson 

The Terra Firma Team

The Dance faculty at The Creative

School
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